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of life should remain anywhere near Babylon, the Euphrates
has carved a new channel for itself and has departed, taking
all life with it.

While I stood on the summit of the ruins, an Arab
approached and told me that he had worked there with
Professor Koldewey. His name was Umran Hamed, " the
guide of Babylon." He was a good fellow, and he had ab-
sorbed a quantity of accurate information from the German
archaeologists, which he was tiieless in imparting. We walked
about the ruins and he pointed out many things which I
should have missed without him.

He showed me the vestiges of three wells in the founda-
tions of the Hanging Gardens and a chamber which he said
was a " refrigerator." As he had just confused the word
partridge with cartridge, I wondered whether he had got this
right.

" Yes; where food was kept cold in snow," he said earnestly.

" Have you ever seen a refrigerator ? "

" No, sir," he replied, " but I have heard the Germans
talking."

So if Umran overheard correctly, perhaps the lower stages
of the Hanging Gardens were stored with cold foods, iced
sherberts, and other cool tilings for the Median princess
for whose pleasure Nebuchadnezzar made these gardens.
It is believed that in this flat land she became homesick
for her native mountains, just as the Jews must have done,
and to please her the King ordered the construction of an
artificial mountain terraced with gardens. The word " hang-
ing " is not a good description of these gardens. The Greek
word is kremastos, which was used in ancient Greek for a man
hanged and is used in modern Greek for a suspension
bridge.

It is certain that the Hanging Gardens were as solidly
anchored to the earth as a pyramid. Like everything else in
Babylonia, they were built of mud brick and constructed
like a pyramid, or ziggurat, rather like the Mappin Terraces
at the Zoo. Water was pumped up from the wells in the
foundations to irrigate the gardens. Each scries of terraces
was planted with trees and flowers, and artificial water-courses
may have run musically here and there. In this lovely